
LEINSTER SQUARE GARDENS ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016 MINUTES 

1st Nov 2016, 20.00 
Cote Restaurant, Westbourne Grove W2 

Present 

Committee: 
Claire Tallis – Chair     49 Hereford Road 
Andrew Fettis – Secretary    27 Leinster Square, Flat C 
Julie Drake – Treasurer    32 Leinster Square, Flat F 
Jane Baker      27 Leinster Square, Flat F 
Paul Gardiner     45-47 Leinster Square, Flat 16 
Tessa Kerwood     3 Leinster Square, Flat 1 
Harvey Langston-Jones    28 Leinster Square, Flat B 
Alice Schaffer      28 Leinster Square, Flat A 
Haseeb Usmani     48 Leinster Square, Flat 1 

Members: 
Sofia Siafaka      1 Leinster Square, Flat 2 
Michael Spencer-Smith    32 Leinster Square, Flat A 
Mary Lindsay-White     33 Leinster Square, Flat A 
Ciara Woods      42 Leinster Square, Flat 5 
Carlo Arosio      44 Leinster Square 
Jack Sheehy      45-47 Leinster Square, Flat 10 
Doreen Henry     54-57 Leinster Square, Victoria League 
Laura Hadland     54-57 Leinster Square, Victoria League 
Magdalena Latek     61-62 Leinster Square, Flat 6 
Deborah Ainger     63-64 Leinster Square, Flat 3 

In Attendance 

Keyholders: 
Almudena Sevilla Sanz, Co-opted to committee 14 Garway Road 
David Fairweather     34 Chepstow Place 

APOLOGIES 
Jalna Blake      1 Leinster Square, basement 
Ken Howlett      28 Leinster Square, Flat D 
Michaela Von Britzke    28 Leinster Square, Flat F 
Clare Templeton     35 Leinster Square, Flat A 
Julie and Tony Brennan    35 Leinster Square, Flat D 
Jackie Lynch      42 Leinster Square, Flat 7 
Roland & Helen Frey     48 Leinster Square, Flat 2 



Nina Vatinel      61-62 Leinster Square, Flat 12 

SELF INTRODUCTIONS 
Each person present introduced themselves, giving their address, and noting any 
involvement in the committee, these were as listed in the attendees section of the 
minutes. 
1.1 Voting Rights 
The Chair reminded everyone that only members who were fully paid up with their 
garden rates for 2015-2016 were eligible to vote. 

1.2 Minutes of the Previous AGM held on 2nd Nov 2015 and Matters Arising 
Minutes were agreed, and there were no matters arising. 

2.1 Report of the Chair 
The Chair thanked Cote for hosting the meeting at no cost to the association, as long 
as some drinks were bought.  

2.1.1 Completion of Works Report 

In the year that the big garden project was completed, 8 members donated benches. 4 
picnic tables were also added. All made from sustainable teak, and durable tops 
bonded on to them thanks to Harvey. 

Some planting was added to at the end of the project since the committee thought 
there were gaps., and to take advantage of the association only being responsible for 
10% of the spend. 

More planting was planned around the eastern ash. 

£20K was paid to Alchemy as the LSGA’s share of the costs, but during this period no 
gardening fees were paid, so a cash reserve has been built up, with the aim of keeping 
the garden financially secure. The Garden rate has been frozen for another year, but is 
still more reasonable than surrounding gardens. 

2.1.2 Events during the year. 
The year saw Shakespeare in the Square launch very successfully in the square. With 
Tickers selling out. Claire thanked all those who contributed to it’s success including 
those businesses setting up stalls, especially Tom from Hereford Road who let people 
use his facilities.  



They would like to perform another one the following year, this time Romea and 
Juliet. With a provision date of 21st June. 

The square participated in Open Garden’s Weekend on 19th June. Thanks to Alice for 
organizing. 

2.1.3 Maintenance and Gardening 
Maintenance, in checking we were getting the best job for the right price. We felt we 
could do better and after several quotes we decided on 12 Tree. 
  
CT also announced a new initiative for those unable to dedicate a bench, and that was 
the proposal to have stones embedded in the ground, like the Ibis statue in Hyde Park. 
These would be made of Burbeck Stone and embedded around the hoggin in the 
central tree.  

2.1.4 Committee Member Changes 
All committee members except one have agreed to stay on. Claire thanked the current 
committee for all their work. She described them as a diverse, highly skilled, and 
happy to give their time. 

Angela Chiu stepped down from running parties, and in her place Almudena Sevilla 
has volunteered to fill her place. Thanks to Both. 

3.1 Report of the Treasurer 

3.1.1 Summary  
LSGL is a limited company which has its accounts prepared by Tuite Tang Wong.  
The accounts for the year 2015 ending 31st December show an Income £42,790 and 
Expenditure £10,242.   
3.1.2 Cash Totals 
There was cash of £69,401 in the bank at 31st December 2015. But this total includes 
an allowance of £9,500 for the total key deposit held at the year end. 
As you know LSGL has an income from annual subscriptions and occasional 
payments for use of the garden for an event.   
3.1.3 Expenditure 
In a usual year the main expenditure would be gardening fees as well as specialist 
expenses such as tree surgeons and Insurance.  
In 2015 no extraordinary payments were made by LSG on top of the largest 
expenditure of garden maintenance, which was £7,750.  But last year was an unusual 
year, and the gardening costs to LSG were much reduced as we paid only part of the 
year prior to the garden works the cost of which was borne by Alchemi. 
3.1.4 Accounts/ Subscription rates. 
The accounts for 2015 are available to see on the website, or I have copies here.  
The income for this year 2016 to date is £44,826.56 
The income for occasional events is £1,525.00 



The expenditure to date is £30,587.32.  
The subscription fees allow the committee to build up a sinking fund for future major 
garden works and improvements and on-going garden maintenance costs.  
For this reason we propose to maintain the current garden rate. 

4. 1 Report of the Secretary 
4.1.1 Membership 
We currently have 147 fully paid up Members +  

31 Off-Square Keyholders. 

At the AGM in 2015 we had the same number of Members  

26 Off Square Keyholders. 

In 2014 we only had 119 Members so there has certainly been no falling off in 
numbers following the annual increase.   

Off Square Key holders were only 13 at that time. 

Whilst the two new developments (7-12 and 13-19) have both paid the annual fees, 
to-date no residents have come forward to take up their membership and obtain a fob.  
We are monitoring numbers but at present have no concerns of over-crowding, hence 
why we have allowed in increase in Off-Square keyholders (all of which are 
renewable subject to review on an annual basis, with priority always given to people 
living on the Square).   
The waiting list for Off-Square Key holders is again on hold and probably will remain 
that way until we issue invoicing for 2017/18 so we can see who is renewing.  There 
are just two applications outstanding. 

DEVELOPMENTS 

30-31 Leinster Sq 
13-19 Leinster Sq 

4.1.2 Insurance 
Along with the directors liability insurance, the 3rd party insurance for the garden 
stands at 5 million, plus an additional 5 million top up, taking it to 10 million. Which 
was deemed to be enough since the sum insurance represents a rebuild amount. 
4.1.3 Rough Sleepers 
Following the development of the Garden and the installation of a Pavillion, the 
garden has experienced a few rough sleepers. 



There followed a discussion of how to solve this problem with several suggestions 
from Members including installing a spray system in the Pavilion. Also the idea to 
contact St Mungos to see if any help could be given to these people sleeping rough. 

5.1 Garden Report on Recent Developments and plantings 
Harvey Langston Jones and Tessa Kerwood gave an over view of the planting.  
Following the development and works on the garden it was established that the main 
plane trees were in good health and although “late middle aged’, still had many years 
of life. 
There were areas of the garden that needed more planting, particularly the Eastern 
Bed, and also areas around the fence where cover seemed a bit thin. 
There was much debate with Doreen Henry of the Victoria League about planting 
around the back of those premises. 54-57 Leinster Square, 

She argued that the shed and works around the back were ugly and needed more 
planting to cover them. It was agreed that there was not enough coverage, and that an 
extra effort should be made to add additional planting in this area of the garden, to 
create a screen. 

There was also a complaint that the garden sometimes seemed littered with cigarette 
butts, and could the gardeners make every effort to clean these up as part of their 
duties. 

6.1  Appointment of the Accountants. 
Secretary Andrew informed the meeting that the current accounts of Tuite Tang and 
Wong seemed to be still be suitable as the accountants for the company. 
A vote by show of hands agreed to reinstate them for a further year. 

7.1    Election of Hon Officers and Committee Members  
for the Period from the Close of Business of the AGM 2015 thru to the AGM 2016 
The following officers were put up for election and uncontested. Following a vote 
they were confirmed for another year. 
Chair –Claire Tallis 
Secretary -Andrew Fettis 
Treasurer- Julie Drake 
The following garden members offered themselves up for election to the committee as 
ordinary members. 
Jane Baker- Membership Secretary 
Harvey Langston-Jones 
Tom Pemberton 
Haseeb Usmani 
Tessa Kerwood 
Alice Schaffer 
Michaela Von Britzke 
Paul Gardiner 
And co-opted to the Committee 



Almudena Sevilla Sanz, to deal with Party bookings 

8.   AOB 
8.1 A vote was taken on whether the garden should host another Shakespeare in the 
Square show, and this was carried unanimously  

8.2 
Mr Usmani suggested the idea of installing a fountain/ water feature into the square. 
Andrew suggested that some research was done. 

9. Date of Next AGM 
This was TBA, but agreed that a November date was preferable than one in the 
middle of summer. 


